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INTRODUCTION

Guestandparticipants from Imostatearrivedatthehotelon21stFebruarywithcomfortable

accommodationprovidedforthem OthersthatresidewithinEbonyistatearrivedby9am after

which the meeting

commenced. Official

introductionsessionwas

moderated by Mr.

Raymond Ukwa with

everyparticipantpitching

what they do to the

hearing ofothers while

including votal

personadetails as well.

Afterwards, Raymond

Ukwa introduced Youth

NetworkforCommunity

and Sustainable

Development,what the

organisation is focused

on as well as the

crescentchangeofname.HealsointroducedtheTSON2PROJECT.Theexpectationsfrom the

projectandhowtheprojectishopedtoimpactontheEndFGM campaignglobally.

OBJECTIVES

Themainobjectivesofthemeetingistotrainthetrainerswhowillberunningastepdown

trainingforvolunteersinImoandEbonyistates.Itwastargetedonthefollowing;

 WhyweshouldendFGM

 Socialchangescum communityreadiness

 Understandingsocialchangecommunicationandunderstandinggenderedanalysisof

FGM.



ATTENDEESURVEY

Themeetingsawabout10personswiththe 2facilitatorsYNCSD inclusive.Thiscomprisesof

individualsfrom theministryofhealth,ministryofwomenaffairs,notforprofitorganizations

andpartnerorganizations.

Throughoneononeinteractivesessionwiththefacilitators,avastmajorityofthem got

conformedtotheideaofgenderedapproachtowardseradicationofFemaleGenitalMutilation

andothersocialnormsmilitatingthebothstatesinattendance.

PROGRAMMEANDSPEAKERS

The meeting started with a

quick review on FGM as a

socialnorm andoutlineoffew

other social norms by

Raymond Ukwa. In this

session he explained what

Social norms is in our

contemporary society and

FGM as a socialnorm it's

impact on the society,the

mythsaroundthepracticeand

possiblyways ofending the

practice.Thisfacilitatorengaged theparticipantswith questionsmaking itan interactive

session,othersgaveinsightsontheviewsofthepeopleinthecommunitieswheretheyworkas

wellsmythsthatupholdregardingthepracticeofFGM intheirvariouslocations.MrsOtozi;

GenderdeskOfficerMinistryofWomenAffairsandSocialDevelopmentEbonyistatesaidthatin

Ohaukwuwhereshecomesfrom girlsaremutilatedasarightofpassageintowomanhoodjust

beforetheygetmarried.MrsUkaegbuwhoworkswiththeprimaryhealthcaredepartmentof

theministryofhealth,ImostatesharedthereasonwhymostmutilationsthathappeninImo

statearecarried(forbeautificationpurposes)andhowthepeopleofNgorOkpalaLGAinImo

statemadeapublicdeclarationtoabandonFGM.

NnamdiEsemesuccentlydeliveredthelectureforthesecondsesssion.Thissessionfocused

expositorilyon FGM asasocialnorm andtheroleofGenderinthepracticeofFGM.He

explainedwhygenderedapproachisthebestalternativetosolvetheproblem ofFGM invast

majoritiesofcommunitiesthatstillupholdsthissocialnorm.

ThissessionwassoengagingthatpartiscipantssawFGM inanotherlightunderlinedbyGender.



WhereFGM isdoneforthebenefitofthemalegendernotmindingtheeffectsonthefemale

gender.Theparticipantsaskedquestionslike"Are womennottheperpetratorsofFGM?This

questionwasansweredbythefacilitorexplainingthatwomenundergothispracticeforthemen,

men are the custodians oftradition as wellas leaders,theyenforce these laws in the

comunities.

Lunch happened at

1:30 pm, were

participants were

served different

cusines of their

choice.Thesession

continued after

lunchatexactly2:10

pm. A CASE

scenariogroupwork

wasdone,thisgave

insightsmoretothegenderrolesinthepracticeofFGM.Andwhyitispatriachyformentopilot

theaffairsofwomenespeciallywhenithastodowithsocialnorm asFGM withouttheir

consentandjustforthegratificationofmasculinity.

Furthermore,thesessioncontinuedontheroleofthecommunitiesinEndingthepracticeof

FGM aswellashow genderrelationsin developmentshould bein partnership with the

communities.Theparticipantsgavetheircontributionsonhowtheythinktheircommunitiescan

workwithfullunderstandingofGenderrolestoEndFGM.Inlinewiththesuggestionofusing

clergiestofosteraworldwithoutharmfulsocialnorms,Iexplainedhow membersofthe

congregationsalwaysrespecttheirreligiousleadersandhowsmallergatherings,whichformsa

subsetofthesechurchescanbetterhelpinthefightagainstFGM throughpublicdeclarations

bytheseclergiesand supportingsuchcoursethroughtheirministries.Inallitwasreallyan

interestingmeetingwitheveryparticipantcontributingpositively.

ThevoteofthankswasmadebyMrs.OnyiMbam Ikokwu,thecommunitymobilizationofficer

YNCSDEbonyistate,whoencouragedalltheparticipantstocontinuewiththeirgoodworksand

appreciatedthem formakingouttimetobepartofthetraining/meeting.theparticipantswere

allowedtomakeappreciationspeechesbyexpressingtheirgratitudefortheopportunityand

pledgedtodomoretowardstheeradicationofFGM.Themeetingendedat4pm withthe

nationalprayerledbyRaymondUkwa.


